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1.Introduction 

1.1 General 
This report details the results of two graveyard surveys undertaken within the village 

of Kilrush, Co. Wexford and formed part of a project entitled ‘Two Churches – One 

Land’. This project aims to highlight the shared cultural and natural heritage between 

both catholic and church of Ireland communities through the exploration of their 

graveyards. 

The works were undertaken during the summer and autumn of 2025 and comprised 

the mapping and photographing of memorials within both graveyards. A previous 

survey was undertaken by the local community to transcribe the graves in 1990 and 

was subsequently published in a ‘Memorials to the Dead’ booklet (Hemmingway and 

Murphy, 1990). This additional survey work aimed to compliment the previous through 

the addition of mapping and photography. Also, numbers assigned to each memorial, 

during the previous survey, were cross referenced and utilised in this new work.   

1.2 Site Location and Setting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Location Map of Kilrush 
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Both graveyards are located within the village of Kilrush County Wexford (Figure 1). 

The ‘Old catholic graveyard’ is situated within the townland of Knockaree adjacent to 

the present St. Brigid’s Catholic church and was once the site of the old catholic 

church. St. Brigid’s Church of Ireland is situated a short distance west of the village, 

within the townland of Ballynaberny. 

 

Figure 2: Map of Kilrush village with both churches visible 

2. A Brief History 

St. Brigid’s church of Ireland is built upon the site of an early ecclesiastical foundation 

attributed to St. Columba Crossaire (Flood 1916, 34).  It functioned as the location of 

the medieval parish church throughout the medieval period and was rededicated to St. 

Brigid in the 13th century (ibid). Following the reformation of the 16th century it became 

part of the newly established protestant church (Hemmingway and Murphy 1990, 9). 

A circular earthen bank encloses the graveyard and is characteristic of an ecclesiastic 

enclosure, a common feature of many early church sites. Additionally, a bullaun stone 

is recorded close by within a neighbouring field and is a further feature of early church 

foundations.  
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The site of the ‘old Catholic graveyard’, in the townland of Knockaree, was the location 

for the first post reformation church for the catholic community in Kilrush 

(Hemmingway and Murphy 1990, 10). This church was burned during the insurrection 

of 1798 and a subsequent new church was later constructed on the site. In the 1840s 

a new ‘Barn type’ church was built in its place. This was later demolished in around 

1969 to be replaced by the current church located a short distance away.  

3. How to Use This Resource 

1. Both the ‘Old Catholic Graveyard’ and ‘St Brigid’s Church of Ireland’ have been 

mapped with the location of each memorial recorded and can be viewed in 

Appendixes 1 and 4 at the end of this report.  

2. Each memorial/grave has been given a number on their relevant maps. These 

correspond with numbers previously assigned during the survey undertaken in 

1990. Details of each are available to view in appendixes 2 and 5 and have 

been taken directly from the ‘Memorials To the Dead’ booklet. 

3. A photographic record was taken of each memorial and can be viewed in 

Appendixes 3 and 6 with their relevant number.  

4. Details of newly recorded memorials and additional comments can be found in 

Appendix 7.  
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Appendix 7 
St Brigid’s Church of Ireland  

• Memorials 89 and 106 could not be located  

• A single unidentified memorial was recorded west of 117 and is marked by a ? 

• Memorials with a ?? after their number could not be confirmed 

• A single new memorial (No.129) was recorded. This is an upright stone with the 

initials C.B engraved. No other decoration. 

Kilrush Old Catholic Graveyard 

No. 32: This memorial has a new addition since the survey undertaken in 1990.  

‘Also the above Charles Died Sept 1949 aged 70 years’. 

New Memorials Recorded 

Memorial No. Comment 

113-118 See details on record sheets (Next Page) 

119 Metal Cross no markings 

120-125 Unmarked graves with stone markers 

126 Wooden cross with no markings 

127 SA No. 80. Marked as No.80 on map 

128 Marble marker placed in front of older granite 
headstone No. 83, It reads the following 

In loving Memory of Maurice Ruth, Curraduff 
Died 19-2-1910 aged 2 years 

129-145 Unmarked graves with stone markers 

 

 






























